








 
CONCERN 28: One commenter was concerned about limiting drone launch sites to “front country” areas 
only. 
 

Response: Operating drones from backcountry locations would typically necessitate the use of 
helicopters to transport operators to launch sites. The frequency of releases, estimated up to twice 
per week per location, would require a much greater impact from helicopters than is included in 
the impacts analysis of this EA and would present additional logistical challenges. The front 
country launch sites shown in Figure 3 are examples of sites that may be used, but do not 
represent all possible launch sites. Drone models exist that can access the vast majority of the 
project area from road-accessible locations. However, there may be some as-yet-determined 
limitations to the drone releases that require launch sites closer to release sites. Should helicopter-
assisted drone operations be required on a regular basis, such as to access a portion of the project 
area, the additional impacts may need to be analyzed. Furthermore, should the required release 
frequency be determined to be less than twice per week, helicopter-assisted drone operation may 
not unduly increase the impacts of additional helicopter flights. The subheading for Figure 3 on 
page 11 of the EA was revised to clarify that that the drone launch locations are examples of sites 
that might be used.   

 
 




